
Religious Studies A-Level  Instructions for holiday work 

Independent study using journal articles and primary sources is crucial to your 

success and understanding at A-level.  Your holiday work is to read the four 

articles that you have been provided with, make detailed notes about all of 

them and bring in your notes as evidence (first see advice below): 

(1) What do we really know about Jesus Christ?   Gordon Reid 
An introduction to a biblical-critical approach to studying the New Testament 

 
(2) When did Jesus live and die?   Theo Knight 

A review of the information available to us from biblical and non-biblical sources. 
 

(3) Aristotle & causes of existence  Jon Mayled 
An introduction to a question in philosophy, by looking at Aristotle’s notions from Ancient Greece of 

how things come about, which have heavily influenced arguments for God 
 
 (4) Christianity and homosexuality   Jon Mayled 

An introduction to ethical thinking about homosexuality and different Christian attitudes towards it.   

 

HOW SHOULD I MAKE NOTES?  

You should put aside at least two hours to properly read and make notes about each article. 

Some of them are very challenging and so you need to be methodical when you come across 

material you don’t understand. We do not expect that you will understand everything, but we 

do expect you to demonstrate that you have attempted to work through the ideas in the 

articles. 

Step 1 – START SIMPLY 
• Read the introduction and concluding paragraphs first 
• Take a pen/highlighter 
• Quickly read the whole article 
• Highlight/underline tricky words 
• Look up and write down definitions on lined paper – be sure they actually make sense to you 
Step 2 - BREAK IT DOWN 

• Read one section at a time 
• Write your own subtitle/summary for each paragraph or short section 
• Rewrite or summarise sections in your own words on lined paper (IMPORTANT for revision) 
Step 3 - TAKE WHAT YOU NEED 
• Highlight phrases or quotations you could use in an exam 
• Note scholar’s names or key words as research ‘pointers’ – i.e. what you’d next like to know more about 
• Write down questions you want answered, however simple (THIS IS AN IMPORTANT DISCIPLINE!) 
• Note examples that clarify an idea for you 
Step 4 - FINALLY 
• Make sure your notes are dated and titled – you will revise from these rather than going back to the 

original 
• Create a mind-map or diagram summarising the article, to check and consolidate your overall learning 

 

BRING IN EVIDENCE OF THOROUGH NOTE-TAKING AND FURTHER RESEARCH 

For each article we expect to see: the original article highlighted/underlined; a summary in your own words, key point 
by key point; glossary of new terms; list of 3-4 quotes for each article; questions you still have; mind-map or diagram 
to represent the core of what you have learned. 
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