
Sociology transition materials 2024 

This work is designed to prepare you for studying A-level Sociology. As we don’t offer Sociology at GCSE at The Grey Coat 
Hospital it is important that you arrive in September with a basic knowledge of sociological concepts and perspectives. I 
don’t mind if you complete the work as a word document, in writing or as an amended version of this document.  

What is Sociology?  

Task 1  

• Read an ‘Introduction to Sociology Anthony Giddens and Philip Sutton’ then answer the 
questions.  

• Do not write any more than 2 sides. 
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Now you have read the chapter, based on what you have read, answer the following 
questions.  (Feel free to say as much or as little as you like)  

(This will be checked so I can get a sense of your writing style)  

 

 

 

 

 



1 What is Sociology and what is it for?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2 Explain 2 disagreements between sociologists.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

3 Briefly explain 3 of the sociological traditions covered in the chapter. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Task 2: Year 12 content. 

Watch these videos by some of Britain’s top sociologists designed to give an introduction to the basics of 
some on the topics you will look at in Year 12. 

Sociological theories of the family (40 mins) https://www.massolit.io/courses/sociological-theories-of-the-
family 

Education and Inequality (32 mins) https://www.massolit.io/courses/educational-attainment-and-
inequality 

Consensus Theories (6mins): https://massolit.io/options/4-1-1a-education-role-and-
function?lesson=4375&option=3080&type=lesson 

Conflict theories (6 mins): https://massolit.io/options/4-1-1a-education-role-and-
function?lesson=4377&option=3080&type=lesson 

Use the following login to view the videos 

Username 

massolit@gch.org.uk 

Password  GCHl1bMass - [that is a lower case L and a 1 in the middle] 

 

Sociological theories of the family 

Notes to be used in class discussion in lesson 1 & 2 
Write one paragraph on how family has changed in the last 100 years in the UK. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write your opinion on if you think these changes are positive or negative? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

These paragraphs are to enable you to take part in a structured ‘mace style’ class debate (it will not be marked) 

‘This house regrets the decline of the nuclear family’ 

Education and Inequality 

What you think will have the biggest impact on educational outcomes? Class, Gender or Ethnicity?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



This paragraph is to enable you to take part in an alleyway debate (it will not be marked) 

‘This house believes the education system discriminates against certain groups’ 

Task 3: SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES 

Based on your reading and the videos you have watched you are going to decide which perspectives agree and 
disagree and which you agree with most. 

Each of the sociological perspectives we look at will offer a different understanding of how your life chances are 
impacted by your social location. You have now read the introduction to sociology you will have encountered Conflict 
and Consensus theories during that reading. Consensus theories believe society arises from agreement. Consensus 
theories are social theories that hold that the political and economic systems within the state or states under 
investigation tend to be functional (see mainstream political American and European attitudes towards capitalism), and 
that social change should take place gradually within the social institutions provided by it. Conflict theories are theories 
that see society as being made up of two or more groups with competing and incompatible interests. They are 
interested in how society arises from conflict and exploitation. There are a huge variety of perspectives that you will 
encounter in your study of sociology here are a few of the most significant: 
1. Functionalists: these sociologists believe society runs smoothly, and is made up of different parts which all 
work together to keep society stable. They believe the majority of people agree on what is important (there is 
a value consensus) and people generally conform to the norms of society. They tend to focus on the positive 
functions of different parts of society. (here are some optional videos on functionalism if you want to know 
more https://massolit.io/courses/functionalism) 

2. Marxists: based on the ideas of Karl Marx, they focus on inequalities based on social class (how much or 
little economic, social and cultural capital someone has someone has). They believe this is the main inequality 
in society. They argue there are two main classes: the working class (proletariat) and ruling class (bourgeoisie) 
and believe the ruling class own and exploit the workers, treating them badly and giving them low pay so they 
can make more money for themselves. (here are some optional videos on functionalism if you want to know 
more https://massolit.io/courses/marxist-social-theory) 

3. Feminists: see gender inequality, inequality between men and women, as the main inequality in society. 
They argue women are treated badly and exploited by men, and that society is patriarchal (male-dominated). 
Feminism is often seen as passing through different waves. The first being about women gaining property and 
voting rights. The second wave was concerned with sexuality, family, domesticity, equality in the workplace, 
reproductive rights and official legal inequalities. The third wave was postcolonial in character and developed 
around the idea that not all women have the same experience exploitation and inequality.  The third wave saw 
the emergence of ideas such as intersectionality, sex positivity, ecofeminism, transfeminism, and postmodern 
feminism. Whilst for many the Third wave is not yet over It appears as if a distinct Fourth-wave is emerging 
online. Fourth wave feminism became a movement for women to speak up and share their experiences online 
about sexual abuse, sexual harassment, sexual violence, the objectification of women, and sexism in the 
workplace. The internet gave women the opportunity for their voices to be heard around the world in a 
matter of seconds. Social media offered women the opportunity to speak freely about sensitive topics on their 
own time and on their terms. As women all over the world began sharing their personal stories, they realized 
the magnitude of the problem and how it was happening everywhere. Internet activism is a key feature of the 
fourth wave. 

4. Postmodernism: Postmodernism argues that the grand narratives of religion, politics and science have 
failed. That we must accept the condition of post-modernity, in which meta-narratives that claim to account 
for the whole of reality are replaced with a whole series of local mini-narratives that are far more modest in 
their claims. In the post-modern world there is a plurality of different stories for us to choose from. None of 
them can legitimately claim to be ultimately true, and we are therefore free to pick and choose between 
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them. The criteria for our choice is no longer that one is true and that all others are false, but simply that I 
'like', 'desire', 'prefer' or simply 'get on better' with the narratives and accounts of the world I have chosen to 
identify myself with. A postmodern society traditionally will have experienced globalisation which means new 
religions will be integrated into society. Therefore, society will be more likely to experience a ‘pick and mix’ 
culture when deciding a religion as individuals will choose a religion that best suits their lifestyle and choices.  
In a postmodern society individuals have become much freer to choose the lifestyle that meets their needs. 
Faced with many choices families have become more diverse but relationships have become more unstable. 

5. Interpretivism / interactionism: Interactionists and interpretivists have a bottom up view of society.  
Society exists in our heads and in our actions as small groups. In how we act towards each other and interpret 
those actions. They think society arises from our own ideas and behaviour rather than being a ‘thing’ that is 
out there causing us to act in certain ways. Interactionists and interpretivists look at how society is preserved 
and created through repeated interactions and interpretations of those actions between individuals. They 
believe society exists in the interpretation process that occurs between interactions and helps create and 
recreate meaning. Society being the shared understanding and interpretations of meaning that affect the 
interaction between individuals. Individuals act on the premise of a shared understanding of meaning within 
their social context. 

6.  New Right theory: The New Right combines neo-liberal economics (free markets and minimal government 
intervention) with more traditional conservative views on social issues (such as a traditional views on family 
life, nationalism, gender identity, school discipline, sexuality and law and order). New Right ideas were 
instrumental in changing modern conservatism in the 1970s and were highly influential on both Margaret 
Thatcher and Ronald Reagan, New Right Ideas remain popular in Republican and Conservative policy making 
communities. It would be possible to argue that the New Right is a political movement rather than a 
sociological theory; its observations on those groups in society with very different and conflicting norms and 
values. The modern new right sees sociological schools such as Marxism, Queer Theory and Critical Race 
Theory as being dangerous and corrosive to the norms and values of society. 

7. Critical Race Theory: CRT developed in the USA as a result of the civil rights movement but also has been 
used to research the experiences of populations who moved from colonized countries to the states that 
colonized them. Such the experience as south Asian and afro Caribbean populations in Britain. A key CRT 
concept is intersectionality—the way in which different forms of inequality and identity are affected by 
interconnections of race, class, gender, and disability. Scholars of CRT view race as a social construct with no 
biological basis. One tenet of CRT is that racism and disparate racial outcomes are the result of complex, 
changing, and often subtle social and institutional dynamics, rather than explicit and intentional prejudices of 
individuals. CRT scholars argue that the social and legal construction of race advances the interests of White 
people at the expense of people of color, and that the liberal notion of law as "neutral" plays a significant role 
in maintaining a racially unjust social order, where formally “colour-blind” laws continue to have racially 
discriminatory outcomes. 

8. Queer Theory. Queer Theory is a theoretical approach that critically deconstructs and challenges binaries 
such as male and female or heterosexual and homosexual. The term can have various meanings depending 
upon its usage, but has broadly been associated with the study and theorisation of gender and sexual 
practices that exist outside of heterosexuality, and which challenge the notion that heterosexual desire is 
‘normal’.  Queer theorists are often critical of what they consider essentialist views of sexuality and gender. 
Instead, they study those concepts as social and cultural phenomena, often through an analysis of the 
categories, binaries, and language in which they are said to be portrayed. 



 

 

 

 

 

Answers to be used group work and a ‘where do you stand’ 
activity in lesson 1 & 2 (they will not be marked)  

Get into 4s 

Which of the 8 theories do you think are consensus theories? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you agree with the 3 others in your group of 4? 

Which do you think are conflict theories? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you agree with the 3 others in your group of 4? 

Which do you think are neither? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you agree with the 3 others in your group of 4? 

Which of these theories do you think will agree with each other? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you agree with the 3 others in your group of 4? 

Which of these theories do you think will disagree with each other? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you agree with the 3 others in your group of 4? 

Is there one you are particularly interested to know more about? And Which is the one that sounds most correct. 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you agree with the 3 others in your group of 4? 

In first the lesson you will be asked to choose which you agree with most as part of a ‘where do you stand’ activity 

There will also be a ‘balloon debate’ based on the theories 


